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STOCKPORT SAMARITANS AGM
10th June 2009
Welcome

Sally87 welcomed all attendees and the guest speaker, Professor Banerjee, to the 30th AGM.

Apologies

Penny50, Vicky24, Charlotte21, Julie47, Matthew31, Margret7, Alison18, Pam49, Sue34, Pam51, Becky17, Emma8, Niovi63, Wendy54, Sonya30, and Katrina (our regional rep).

Minutes of the 2008 AGM
Agreement to the minutes of the previous meeting was passed by a show of hands – motion carried (subject to no comments being made to Sally87 up to one week after the AGM).
Statement of Accounts
Copies of the accounts for the last financial year were distributed. Pat57 highlighted the fact that the branch is in its best financial position for some time. The fact that the grant from Stockport Council has now been approved for a 3 year time period has helped the branch’s sense of security, and Sally87 was thanked for her hard work in securing this. 

Overall, the branch made a profit of £10,268. Whilst expenditure is still being closely managed, the money has enabled the branch to increase the number of subsidies for volunteers who want to attend conferences, especially to encourage first time attendees. 

We are aware that donations are likely to be impacted by the current financial climate, and that much of our revenue from fundraising in 2009 was from one-off activities (e.g. sponsorship for the marathon and other runs) that may not be repeated in the coming year, although we do expect to focus on branch fundraising again, including at least one tin shake.
Money is being put aside so that we have a reserve available, specifically in the event of us having to move out of our current premises.  The development of the site on which Churchgate House stands was originally planned for 2011, but we are waiting to hear more from the Council about the final plans.

Appointment of Auditors

Pat57 proposed the continued appointment of Moss & Williamson as auditors for the next financial year – motion carried.

Election of the Committee

Pat57 – Treasurer – proposed and passed

Julie47, Mary4, Pam55 and Sharon3 to remain on the committee – all proposed and passed

Sarah35 and Sonya30 to join the committee - proposed and passed
Thanks were given to Sally87 for her contribution as Chair of the committee for the past 3 years. A new Chair will be selected by the new committee at its first meeting.

Guest Speaker
Professor Banerjee, who has specialised throughout his career in Older People’s Mental Health,  gave an interesting and insightful talk about the way that the medical profession treats older people. His attitude could be summed up in the career objective that he shared with the audience – to make people live well and die young as late as possible. The fact that many questions were asked and experiences shared reflected the fact that his talk rang bells for many of the attendees, from both a personal and a “Samaritans” perspective. 

Mary80 thanked the Professor, and presented him with a charitable donation.
Director’s Report

Mary80 thanked her team of Deputies and the committee for their support during the past year. She focused her report on reviewing the new Samaritans’ Strategy, which was launched at the York conference in September 2008. This redefines who we are and what we stand for as an organisation, and publicly reaffirms Samaritans’ commitment to the goal of reducing suicide. 

Full details of the strategy are available in the branch, and all are encouraged to read through it.

The full Director’s report was included, together with all other relevant reports, in the AGM leaflet.
Any Other Business
No other business was raised.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on June 9th 2010 at 7:30pm at the Branch.
